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Janes L BUCKIEY

PO Box 597
January 24, 2005

The Honorabla Tad Stevans
522 Hart Senate Offica Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dhear Ted:

Twenty-six years ago, after leaving the Senate, | was a lead signatory in full-page ads
opposing ol exploraton in the Arctic National Wildlife Rezarve that appearad in the New York
Tirmas and the Washington Post. | opposed it becauss, basaed on the information then
available, | balieved that it would threaten the survival of the Porcupine caribou herd and leave
huge, leng-lasting scars on fragile Arctic lands. Since then, caribou populations in the areas of
Prudhoe Bay and the Alaskan pipeline have increased, which demonstrates that the Porcuping
herd would not be threatened, and new requlations limiting activites to the winter months and
mandating the use of ica roads and diractional drilling have vastly reduced tha impact of ail
operations on the Arclic landscapa.

In light of the above, | have revised my views and now urge approval of oil development
in the 1002 Study Area for the following reazons:

1. With proper managemant, | don't 2&e that any significant damage to arctic wildlife
would result, and none that wouldn't rapidly be repaired ance operation caasad,

2. While | don't buy the il companias' claim that only 2 000 acres would ba affected,
even if all of the 1.5 milllon-acre Study Area weare to lose its pristine quality {it woukdn'1), that
would still lsave 181 milllon acras of the ANWR untouched plug another five milbon acres In
two adjoining Canadian wildlife refuges, or an area about equal to thet of the States of
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, and New Hampshire combined. In other words, it is
gimply preposterous 1o claim that oll devedopment in the Study Area would "destroy” the critical
values that ANWR is intended to serve.

3. In light of the abovea, it is sconomic and (o a much lesser degree) sirategic

masachism to deny oursalves access to what could prove our largest source of a vital
resolunce.

Having visitad the Arctic on nine occasions over tha past 13 yaars (including a recant

camping rip on Alaska's North Slope), | don't think | can be accusad of baing insansitive to tha
chamms of th Arctic gua Arctic. | just don't see the threat to valueas | chersh

With bast regards,

Sincereky,
a' -
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